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doubt his Italian statement was actuated by several motives.
First he has a sincere desire to support small and struggling
nations. Second, he is very vain. We begged him to defer
publishing his statement. He said he meant to publish it, but
he issued it unbeknown to us.

Earlier in the day I said to L. G., " There is no doubt that
Wilson feels his unpopularity. He is beginning to try to work
the Press in his usual fashion.'*

L. G. (thoughtfully) : He is a cold creature. When I re-
turned from London the other day, he never congratulated me
on my success in the House of Commons. He never said a
word, and after the election he never mentioned the matter.

[To me, R., it looks like a battle between two masters of
craft. Each thinks that he is cleverer at the game than the
other, with the result that each is frequently taken at a disad-
vantage.]

L. G. : I wanted to see you (Henry Wilson) about the
form of the guarantee to France. A. J. B. has settled it to-day,
I believe. I hope he has not made a mistake in the terms.
I thought it important that you should see it.

H. W. : Yes, I heard about it. The suggestion is that we
should give a guarantee for, say, fifteen years,

L. G. : We have been having trouble with old Foch.

H. W. : Yes, I saw the interview. I can't think why the
old boy gave it.

L. G. : Foch said to Clemenceau, " I want to see the
terms before I summon the Germans." Clemenceau declined,
whereupon Foch said to him, " Am I only a messenger ? "
Clemenceau answered, " Yes, for this purpose you are 1 " He
also spoke to Foch about the interview. Foch is interfering in
what he does not understand. Had Bismarck's advice been
taken in 1870 there would have been no Alsace-Lorraine and
probably this war would never have occurred. Moltke, how-
ever, insisted upon territory.

H. W. : That was because he wanted to make the road to
Paris easy.

R. : Yes, but no doubt someone wanted the valuable
mineral deposits which made the transaction a good bargain
for the Germans 1
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